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South African National Standards (SANS) and their drafts are protected by the Copyright Act No. 98 of 1978. The South African Bureau of Standards (SABS), as the body responsible for SANS, exercises the rights transferred to it for the exclusive utilisation and exploitation of these standards. 
Standards are developed by stakeholders working together for the benefit of society as a whole. This is why all those involved in standardisation at SABS agree that individual gain from standards work is not compatible with the principle of consensus. This is why all those who participate in the development of a standard sign an agreement saying they will transfer to the SABS the copyright to the results of their work and waive the right to be named as the author. This way the SABS can make use of the sales of standards and other deliverables to fund its non-profit work.
To carry out its standardisation work, the SABS relies on the sales of SANS. Reproduction and/or distribution of these documents, either in hard or soft copy, is prohibited without copyright permission. Standards which are officially referred to in legislation cannot be provided for free.
If you need permission to reproduce any part of a standard, please email your request to copyright@sabs.co.za.  Please mention your complete contact information (name, company, address) and the full reference (publication and edition number), together with the clause or table number you wish to use. 

